In 1983 an article was published in this Journal describing the work of the Child Accident Prevention Trust.' Since that time many developments have taken place in the field of child accident prevention. There has been an increased recognition of the role of accidents and injuries in child health and the importance of accident prevention at an international, national, and local level. This has, in part, been a result of work undertaken by the Child Accident Prevention Trust. Much remains to be done, however, and doctors and other health workers involved with children must recognise the part that they can play in reducing this epidemic. Mortality and morbidity from accidents is the largest single problem in the health of children after the first year of life. The aim of this article is to stimulate interest in the problem of accidents in childhood especially among community paediatricians and clinical medical officers. Hospital doctors and general practitioners also have a particular part to play in drawing the attention of appropriate authorities to factors which have led to accidents that may have been preventable (see Annotation in this issue).
The work of the Trust can be divided into four main areas:
(1) Hosting seminars and scientific meetings to encourage a multidisciplinary approach to the problem of accidents in children.
(2) The establishment of expert working parties to review and make recommendations on particular accident problems.
(3) The publication of guidelines on a variety of aspects of accident prevention, for use by professional groups and the general public.
(4) Liaising with international, national, and local organisations concerned with accidents in childhood.
Meetings and seminars
The Trust aims to offer professionals from a variety of disciplines the opportunity to explore and appreciate their role in child accident prevention. The Trust's working party on children in cars has been reconvened as a result of recent changes in legislation and design in this area. As part of it's work, the working party has undertaken a review of loan schemes for infant car restraints and is providing guidelines for authorities, groups, and individuals wishing to establish schemes. The working party will be producing a report within the next few months, which will include recommendations concerning future legislation in this area.
Guidelines for professionals
After the award to the Trust of the Consumer's Association Silver Jubilee prize in 1985 the Trust produced a booklet aimed at health visitors and mothers setting out the types of safety equipment currently available on the market.7 The booklet aimed to provide them with independent advice on the range and type of safety equipment available for children under the age of 5 years. An indication of the equipments' suitability and effectiveness was also given. The booklets were Several cases of suspected child abuse brought forward allegations that brain damage was caused by the over-violent oscillation of the babies in bouncing cradles. The DTI commissioned the Trust to undertake research to ascertain the forces and accelerations that might be produced through the use of bouncing cradles. The work was undertaken for the Trust by Dr PF Millington of the Department of Bioengineering at the University of Strathclyde.9 This research showed that the forces and accelerations associated with the use of bouncing cradles were extremely unlikely to produce brain damage. These results have been particularly important in terms of their medicolegal implications.
After the death of a number of schoolchildren because of the impaction of inhaled pen caps below the larynx research was undertaken, at the request of the DTI, on behalf of the Trust by Mr DB Mathias, ear, nose, and throat surgeon at the Royal Victoria Infirmary, Newcastle It is hoped that these various activities illustrate the strength and vigour of this growing organisation.
